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Presidentôs Message        by Wes Ong 
 

 

 First activity last month was the tree planting at the Nature Conservancy/McCarran 

Ranch.  We had a tremendous turnout! Twenty-Five members help plant trees in an 

eroding bank, wrap wire around existing cottonwoods, and gave some much needed 
water to some native plants being grown for transplant.  After a quick lunch and some 

advice from the fish master Ryan Shea, we hit the water.  The catching was fair for most 

of us who have little experience on this water.  Thanks to Joe Centagorda and Curt 

Kamada for setting up and lunch. 
 Next at the Fly Tiers Round Table I tied my Magnum Tadpole and the Reno Fly 

Shopôs Mahalo Midge. 

 Project Healing Waters was successful in its casting clinic once it stopped raining. 
At the Pyramid Lake Fish Outing and Barbeque we had great weather for the Barbeque 

but when itôs nice at Pyramid it is generally tough fishing.  Regardless, Gary (Lucky) 

caught a 10 pounder 15 minutes before the contest started, so Dave Niehausô 28 incher 
took the prize.  Thanks to Joe Centagodra, Curt Kamada, Gary Bonici, and Ken Kersey 

for putting on a great Barbeque and Jerry Holtgrave for the raffle. 

 For the upcoming month Gary  

Bonici will tie at the Round Table the  
Wakling Swallow on the 17

th
 of May.   

Our fish outing on the 23
rd
 will be to  

Indian Creek Reservoir and the  
General Meeting on the 26

th
 will  

feature Chief of Nevada Fisheries our  

own Mark Warren will give us an  

update on our favorite fisheries in  
Nevada. Maybe he will share some  

pictures of his recent catch in Puerto  

Rico. 
 So far this year I count 19 new  

members.  Letôs give them a hearty  

welcome and help them out during  
our fish outings and meetings.  I know  

I felt overwhelmed when I first joined  

and faced some much local experience  

in one place. 
 New Members this month, Deb  

Robinson, Dave Wertzberger, Tom  

Bodine, and Richard Wright. 
 If you have never received a name  

tag please let me know and I will  

order one for you. 
 

See you on the water.   

Wes 
 

  

 

TRF Mission Statement 
 

 We are dedicated to: 

improving and promoting the 

sport of fly fishing in Nevada. 

Promote and encourage the 

conservation of game fish, 

especially wild trout, through 

the betterment of the streams 

and lakes everywhere. 

Encourage and assist our 
youth to become fly fishers 

and true sportspersons. 
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Upcoming Events: 
May: 

4th  BOD Meeting 

17th Fly Tyerôs Round Table 

23rd Indian Creek Fish Out 

26th General Meeting ï 

Speaker will be Mark Warren 
 

June: 

1st  BOD Meeting 
19th Davis Fish Out 

23rd General Meeting ñOn the 

Waterò at the Little Truckee 
 

July:  

6th  BOD Meeting 

17th & 18th Caples Lake Fish 

Out 

28th General Meeting ñOn the 

Waterò at the Truckee 

May 2010 
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From the Biologist                  by Mark Warren 
 

THE CONTINUING CHAIR STORY ï  
 A couple of months ago I wrote about my new homemade double fishing chair for Pyramid Lake.  Again, I helped an 

old high school friend change a tire at the lake when I noticed his chair in the back.  It was simply two metal folding chairs, 

one welded to the top of the other and leg extensions added to the back as well as cross bars to the legs to help prevent them 

from sinking too deeply in the sand.  You can fish with it facing towards you ï stand on the bottom seat and rest on the top 

seat or fish with it facing out towards the lake ï sitting on the top seat and resting your feet on the bottom seat.  A duel piece 

of equipment so to speak.   

 My initial and only trial run was okay, but not spectacular.   

The bottom brace was a little narrow and the chair kept tilting.  

The chair I had first observed at the lake had brace rods sticking  

out 6-inches on either side of the legs, offering a little more  

stability.  

 When I fished with the chair facing outward, I kept slipping  

off the seat.  I think a little non-slip tape of some sort would  

remedy that problem.  So, all in all, with a little modification, a  

person could have a useful Pyramid Lake fishing chair for about  

$100 ($80 to get it welded).  I also like the idea that it folds flat  

for transporting. 

 Note:  To the fellow club member that telephoned me  

requesting a picture of the chair, I apologize.  I emailed him, but  

had the wrong email address. 

 

TRF Round Table                      by Gary Bonici 
 

 A few years ago at one of our Frenchman fish outs, in the Snallygaster area, Sash Nakamoto while fishing from his 

boat was really socking it to the fish. I asked him what he was using, he showed me his fly, a Wakeling Swallow and gave 

me one. I took it home to copy it as best I could. I tied it a little different but it has been working for me very well at 

Frenchman, Davis, and it did real well at Hinkson Slough this last fish out. 
 

WAKELING SWALLOW ï LUCKY'S VERSION 

Hook: Size 14,12, and 10 - 1X  Hackle: Medium brown-olive saddle hackle 

 long nymph hook Mustad   or something in the brown or olive 

 3906B or Tiemco 3761   variety to match tail colors 

Head: Bead head sizeôs 2.3mm (3/32),  Thread: 8/0 or 6/0 Black depending   

 2.8mm (7/64), and 3.2mm (1/8)   on what size fly you tie 

 gold bead to go with the size     

 fly youôre tying  

Tail: Short marabou stubs from bottom  

 of hackle stem (brown-olive) or  

 something in the brown or olive variety  
Abdomen 

  & Thorax: Peacock herl 

   

 If you want to tie a few flies for local reservoirs like Frenchman or the upcoming Indian Creek Fish Outé come to the 

NDOW Building on May 17th at 6:30. There will be homemade brownies (or something Lisa makes), coffee, and some 

good tips on how to tie and strategies to use these flies. The bonus fly is a simple midge pupa that Ryan found in John 

Gierachôs book: Good Flies. This is becoming one of his favorite midge patterns for Frenchmanôs; it also worked really 

good at Hinkson the first weekend of May.  
 

MIDGE PUPA ï  

Hook: Tiemco 200R sizes 16 to 22 or    Tail:  White poly yarn 

Mustad 94840 for 22 and smaller    Rib:  Fine copper wire 

Thread: Brown 8/0     Thorax: Peacock herl 

Body:  Brown turkey tail feather fibers   Wing Case: White poly yarn 
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Conservation Snapshot              by Joe Cendagorta 
 

 

ñTHE BIGGEST TURNOUT WE HAVE SEENò ï 
 Many thanks to all TRF members who participated at the McCarran Ranch Volunteer / Fishout on April 10

th
. 

Conservancy coordinators informed us that our clubôs volunteer numbers (30 +) were the largest theyôve see since 
river restoration efforts began on the lower Truckee River. Thanks again to all of you who made this event possible.  

 

ñVOLUNTEER SHORTLISTò ï  
 We are in the process of assembling a volunteer óshortlistô in order to increase our effectiveness in volunteer 

activities. Situations sometimes require a quick response- fish rescue being a prime example. The óshortlistô allows us 

to contact interested and available members first- other members will be informed later, if time permits. You can add 

your name by contacting me. My e-mail address is: Cendagorta@charter.net. 

Arlo Townsend and yet another monster brown! 

McCarran Ranch Nature Conservancy Project Pictures 

Volunteers Needed         by Lisa Shea 
 

 NDOW is sponsoring its annual Kids Free Fishing Day on June 12
th
 (9:00 a.m. ï 12: 00 p.m.) at the Sparks 

Marina.  To volunteer contact Kim Toulouse at NDOW at 775-688-1893. 
 



 Indian Creek Fish Out                        by Wes Ong 
 

 

INDIAN CREEK RESERVOIR ï May 23, 2010 
 

 We will meet at the picnic area boat launch area around 8:00 for coffee. If you take the left fork from the 
airport road there is a small road to the right that goes to the west side of the lake. There is a picnic, boat launch 

day use area that has no fee. If you go to the web site Curt has a good map of the lake and where we will meet. As 

far as the fishing, early in the year snail patterns were the hot fly and the fish had them in there stomachs. I have 
only fished this lake from a tube. Sinking lines with a Swallow, snail pattern or leech would be a starting point. In 

this lake finding the fish is the key, they seem to move about a lot. 

Lost and Found          by Wes Ong 
 

 Looking for misplaced items, the club has an eight foot white table, another silver air coffee pot, and another 
banner.  If anyone has these items we need the use of them so please return them.  Thanks! 

 

April  Prospects                     by Wes Ong 
 

Truckee River:   Flows have increased over the pass couple of weeks and we have had a very cold spring. This is 

delaying the run-off which will now be almost all of May. If the water clears fish the edges if you must. 
 

Little Truckee:    The bite here should be in the mid-day. The water levels have been decent but I expect them to 

raise the water when the Cui-ui start to spawn, then drop it in mid-June. Daveôs emerger under a Beatis Dry, stay 
off of any reds. 
 

Pyramid Lake:  Last year we had a cold spring and the fishing was good past Memorial Day. I expect the same 

this year.  The fish are widely scattered but Pelican seems to have the most fish. Each day is different and it is hard 

to make any sense of when or where the fish are going to come in. Faster stripping will get the reaction bite, these 

are spawners and they tend to be a bit reluctant to feed. As the water slowly warms the bite will be more consistent 
early and late. 
 

Frenchman Reservoir:  For me the lake fished good in April and I expect the same in this month. The fishôs 

stomachs were full so they were feeding aggressively. Leeches and midges were the predominate food forms in the 

stomachs with an occasional damsel. The Lake was way down and you could not get past the dam on the West side 
but Iôm sure that has changed by now. 
 

Lake Davis:  Ice out should be now so get there soon. The fish should be hungry and a leech or swallow should get 

slammed hard.  I have always seen strong Blood Midge hatches here in May. The West side will probably not open 

for a couple of weeks due to the snow and the weather conditions.  Parasites have not yet affected the fish yet but 

according to Chris Wharton they will reattach as the water warms. 
 

Duck Valley Reservation:  The Tribe here is publishing fishing reports on its 3 lakes and they have done well so 
far this year with Mountain View and Sheep Creek doing the best.  And what else would you fish at Sheep Creek 

Reservoir but a Sheep Creek Special. 
 

Adams/McGill :  With the cold spring this should fish well into May. Generally it is on a little earlier calendar due 

to its southern location but this year May should not be to late for good numbers. Cave Lake and Illipah on the way. 
 

Eagle Lake:  The colder the better for the good fishing here. Hope that the opener is overcast and windy. Big 
Dragon Fly Nymph pitched into the tulle edge and worked back slowly. Question is what the water level will be 

and will the edge of the tulles be in the water? 
 

Sleepers:  Hinkson Slough, Martis Lake, Wilson, Wild Horse, and South Fork. 
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Board of Directors  

&  TRF Officers 
 

President: 

Wes Ong 

775-530-0725 
weswinnot@aol.com 
 

Vice President: 

Mark Warren 

775-972-5942 
markeraw@ndow.org 
 

Secretary: 

Tom Smith 

775-741-8825 
edsontiger@aol.com 
 

Treasurer: 

Jerry Holtgrave 

775-673-2919 
holtgravej@charter.net 
 

Conservation: 

Joe Cendagorta 

775-747-7858 
cendagorta@charter.net 
 

Web Master: 

Curt Kamada 

775-376-9453 
fishncurt@hotmail.com 
 

Biologist on Staff: 

Mark Warren 

775-972-5942 
markeraw@ndow.org 
 

Project Healing Waters: 

Charles Lorang 

775-815-7426 
drifly@charter.net  
 

Board Members Needed: 
We have open positionsé 
Trout in the Classroom. How 

about you????  Join us on the 
first Tuesday of the month at 

6:00 at ERA Realty on El 
Rancho Drive and start at 6 

pm. 
 

 

Additional Contact Info: 
If you have any questions or 

information for the newsletter 
contact Lisa Shea at 575-5901 

or shealife@hotmail.com.  
 

For questions or information 

about the Fly Tyerôs Round 
Table contact Ryan Shea at 

575-5901 or 

shealife@hotmail.com. 

Mystery Pictures        by Bud Johnson 
 

Any ideas what these critters might be??? For the answersé check page 7. 
 

 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
 
 

Project Healing Waters            by Charles Lorang 
 

 

CASTING CLINIC ï  

 On Monday the 26th of April we hosted our second Project Healing Waters event. 

This time a casting clinic was presented. Originally scheduled for the 22nd we were 
forced to reschedule due to inclement weather. Short notice cut down the number of 

participants, as some who had  

pre-registered were unable to attend  
due to previous commitments. 

 One of those who had a standing  

commitment was our instructor for  

the day Richard Dickerson.  
 Thankfully NDOW was able to  

produce two wonderful replacements.  

Alex Moroff and Glen Lemon, along  
with Mike Hoffman, had our  

Veterans False Casting, Roll Casting  

and handling fly rods with confidence  
in no time. 

 Recently the new head of the  

Wolf Pack Vets contacted me and is  

an enthusiastic supporter of PHW.  
We are working together to schedule  

our next event most probably after  

finals at UNR. 
 Welcome to our new members 

and thank you to our volunteers. 

See you at our next event! 
 

 

Get Your Newsletter Earlieré 
 

 Would you like to get your copy of The Anglerôs Line in color  and a week 
earlier? If so, just send an email to Lisa Shea at shealife@hotmail.com and with ñsend it 

by emailò in the subject line. 


